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extremely difficult to place, their position depending
upon the extent to which Brahmins and members
6f the upper castes will or will not take water from
their hands.

In Cochin people of certain castes are held to
pollute their high-caste brethren, if the relationship
be allowed, as it is not in India, at distances ranging
from sixty-four to twenty-four feet.

The beef-eating pariah is at the bottom of the
list of the unclean. But so minute are the grades
that precedence in some cases depends upon whether
the village barber will shave, cut toe-nails, and take
part in marriage ceremonies, or whether he will only
perform one or more of these functions.

In Burma there is no caste, nor, of course,
within the fold of Islam, wherein in sight of God
and Mahomet all followers of God and Mahomet
are equal. Nevertheless there are grades of dis-
tinction, in proportion as the Mahomedan is near to
the Arab, Persian, Afghan, or Mogul; and amongst
the extremely numerous Mahomedans descended
from Hindu converts the influence of the original
caste is still very strong.

It is suggested by the latest writers on the
origin of the institution that the priestly caste
borrowed from the neighbouring country of Persia
the traditional division of mankind into four classes,
of which they themselves were necessarily first.

The complete admixture of the conquerors from